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2.    As regards the first objection, the tail-end   cultivators;
have been persistently complaining  of inadequate supply   and
they attribute this fact,  partly, to the large number of power-
pumps  installed   at the   higher   reaches   of   these Channels to
irrigate dry-lands, with the permission of the Executive Engineer,
R. C. Division.    [I have called for the remarks of the Executive-
Engineer and I understand that the matter is under  consideration
by the Chief Engineer (Irrigation)].
** As regards the second objection, it appears to be true~that
a turn-system was introduced, by closing the Raja Channel for
3$ days per week, for the first time this year, with the approval of
Government. This was because of general scarcity of water in
"Tanjore and Tiruchirapalli Districts. The ryots apprehend that
the turn-system will be repeated in future and they will suffer.
The ryots, however, were not able to produce, at the Con-
ference, any record to show that they were entitled to an
unrestricted supply throughout the year, though, in practice, they
were enjoying this rights from time immemorial.
" As regards the third objection, the Executive Engineer was.
of the view, expressed at the conference, that even if the Mettur
reservoir be closed, the hydro-electric discharge would be 3,000
cusecs (cubic feet of water per second) which would be far above
the need of the Raja, etc. Channels, which have a maximum run
of only 250 cusecs. They ryots apprehend that if Mettur water*
level further goes down, it would not be possible to maintain
even the hydro-electric discharge at 3,000 cusecs, and they point
out that when this happened last year, the hydro-electric dis-
charge was allowed only on alternate days. This objection
deserves consideration, and I feel that if Mettur is shut down, the
.ryots should be allowed to draw the entire spring water supply,
and they should not be impeded by the shifting of the head-sluice
as proposed.
" The objection of the ryots regarding installation of pump-
sets below the Dam deserves no consideration, as the Executive
Engineer assures a normal supply of 3,000 cusecs, under fair
conditions. As regards the point about the formation of shoals,
-in the river-bed, the objection is sustainable, but the position
could be remedied by the P.W.D.
3.   'The- objections have considerable  force and have to be-
attended to carefully*-  The fact that the sluice-vent is large and
ihat it i& always kept under regulation, will be relevant only when
'water supply is copious, Difficulties will arise when the level of
water goes down-arid the Mjsttur reservoir is also closed down for
otfrigatiorr. The apprehensions,of the Raja, etc. Channel ryots-
appear to be deep-rooted and it will not be easy to allay them.